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Veteran works to honor others

Legion to retire flags 
for Veterans Day

Frank Aleksandrowicz at the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio.  
Frank was the project leader and major donor for the statue.

Write for YOUR community newspaper! Join in at wbvobserver.com

by Tara Wendell

Francis “Frank” Aleksandrowicz gave four 
years of his life to his country, and now, in his 
golden years, he’s giving even more to honor 

his fellow soldiers. 
Frank served three years in World War II, from 

1942 to 1945, and one year in the Korean War, from 
1950 to 1951.

He met his future wife while stationed in Bel-
gium and she travelled two weeks by ship across 
the Atlantic Ocean to join him in the U.S. after he 
was discharged. “It was a present from God that 
she came to me,” Frank said, fondly.

They moved to Bay Village in 1951 and set-
tled into married life, with Frank working as a 
photographer and Louise becoming accustomed 
to life in America. Louise developed into an avid 
bowler, Frank recalls, and “even learned to use a 
typewriter.” They spent much of their free time 
at local bowling alleys, sometimes visiting five or 
six alleys in a single day.

Frank was a very successful photographer in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. He worked at the Cleveland 
Press for ten years, where he was nominated for the 
prestigious Pulitzer Prize in Journalism in 1959.

However, Frank never forgot the brave men 
he served with overseas. He has received many 
accolades for his work with veterans, including 
an Award of Merit from the Greater Cleveland 
Veterans Council and induction into the Ohio 
Veterans Hall of Fame.

In 1978, Frank began a crusade to bring a 
national veterans’ cemetery to the Cleveland area. 
He worked tirelessly, writing letters to senators 
and campaigning for his cause. His efforts were 
rewarded with the construction of the Ohio West-
ern Reserve National Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio.

The cemetery, one of only two national cem-

eteries in Ohio, opened in 2000. It is located on 
274 acres in Medina County and offers interment 
for active duty members and veterans, as well as 
their spouses. “It is just like Arlington National 
Cemetery,” Frank said, “only less famous.”

All of the cemetery’s services are provided at 
no charge, including military funerals complete 
with uniformed military personnel and 21-gun 
salutes, gravespaces, enclosures and markers.

The cemetery is staffed by federal employees, 
but also relies heavily on the dedication of volun-
teers like Frank. For years, he worked full-time as the 
head of the information building on the cemetery’s 
grounds, but has recently scaled back his duties. He 
still makes the 30-minute trip several days a week to 
welcome visitors to the cemetery, answer questions 
about the cemetery’s services and visit with his wife, 
who was buried there in 2003.

Frank was also the project leader and major 
donor for a statue on the National Cemetery 
grounds (see photo at right). He conceived the 
idea and donated $28,000 of the $58,000 total cost 
to build the statue. In 2009, Frank received an 
award for his 7,000 hours of volunteer work at the 
cemetery.

After over three decades of work and devotion 
to the National Cemetery, Frank sees public aware-
ness as the last hurdle. The cemetery offers a final 
resting place to all Cleveland-area veterans who are 
interested and is also an awe-inspiring setting to 
visit, but “people just don’t know about it,” he said. 

This Veterans Day, spread the word about the 
Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery. Let our 
local veterans know that there is a place where they 
can be forever remembered with honor. 

For more information about the Ohio Western 
Reserve National Cemetery, call (330) 335-3069 or 
visit http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowest-
ernreserve.asp.

by Jim Potter

The Bay Village American Legion Post #385 
will conduct a retirement ceremony for 

old, torn or faded flags on Friday, November 
13th before their monthly meeting.

Those who have flags to retire are asked 
to bring them to the Post Home in a grocery 
bag and place them on the doorknob. The 
Post Home is located at 695 Cahoon Road, 
Westlake, just south of the railroad tracks.

Last year, the Post retired over 250 
American flags. 

Observer Guidelines
Want to be a writer? We’d love to hear from you! Here 
are some guidelines to keep in mind when writing for 
the Observer:

Aim for 300-500 words. More or less is fine, depend-•	
ing on the story.
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure •	
accuracy.
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy •	
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read by •	
people throughout Westlake and Bay (and beyond) 
so keep the audience in mind when choosing 
topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through an •	
editor who reviews stories for spelling and grammar. 
We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” as possible, 
but may edit length and content if necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or •	
business relationship with the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step •	
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission pro-
cess. Contact us at staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Veterans Day ceremony 
at Holly Lane
Holly Lane Elementary in Westlake will 

host its annual Veterans Day ceremony 
on Friday, Nov. 6, at 12:45pm in the school 
gymnasium. This year’s theme is “Silent 
Service.”

All are invited to attend. The school is 
located at 3057 Holly Lane. 
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by Nan Baker

Here in Cuyahoga County, 8.5 percent of our 
friends and neighbors are unemployed 
and trying to provide for their families. As 

Ohioans struggle to make ends meet during this 
difficult economy, I will continue to fight for my 
number one priority – creating and retaining jobs 
for residents of the 16th Ohio House District.

In the past three years, more than 330,000 
Ohio jobs have been lost, and our population 
has suffered a net loss of nearly 36,000 people 
to other states from 2007 to 2008. Ohioans are 
facing the most difficult economy in decades, 
and they are looking to their state representatives 
for leadership and direction. As our economic 
situation becomes increasingly urgent, the Ohio 
Legislature needs to work to retain and create jobs 
and assist small businesses. 

As I continue to meet with constituents in 
the district, my number one priority continues 
to be jobs. In my view, the state of Ohio needs 
to create the environment to bring about eco-
nomic prosperity to our state by keeping taxes 
low, having less mandates and regulations for 
small businesses, and containing the costs of state 
government.

In September, my House Republican col-
leagues and I presented “The Future of Ohio,” a 
package of ten proposed bills designed to retain 
and create jobs and jump-start the economy. 
These bills include measures that would offer 
a tax credit to employers who hire previously 

unemployed Ohioans; authorize the creation of 
a low interest loan program for small businesses; 
reform regulations to allow small businesses to 
cut through bureaucratic red tape; and create 
an online small businesses resource through the 
Ohio Department of Development. If enacted, 
these proposals will help Ohio retain its educated 
workforce, foster entrepreneurialism and assist 
economic growth within our borders.

It is my hope that our economic plan will 
finally initiate a constructive, bipartisan discus-
sion. I am optimistic that if we are able to present 
these proposals in the committee format and 
allow for a full-length debate, the discussion and 
passage of these proposals will bring about the 
economic prosperity we seek. As ranking member 
of the Economic Development Committee and 
primary leader of “The Future of Ohio” job’s 
package, I’m thrilled by the progress we have 
made and the responses we have received in our 
communities and with business leaders. As we 
progress forward and engage in discussions on 
long-term economic solutions, I assure you that 
as your elected voice in state government, “It’s All 
About Jobs!”

If you have any ideas how the Ohio House 
can improve the economy, or if you have any 
questions or comments regarding “The Future 
of Ohio,” please do not hesitate to contact my 
office. You may write to me at Representative Nan 
Baker, 77 S. High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, 
Ohio 43215. You may also email me at District16@
ohr.state.oh.us. 

Let us look toward Ohio’s future

I never get what I want when I want what I want

because my want all looks the same.

I never say what I mean when the time comes around,

I never say what I mean to say.

If all you can think is how great they can write

and your pen will never mean a thing,

then the most you deserve is a boring little room and a condescending 
speech from me.

Verbously it ebbs and adjectively it flows

in a bright bubbly hubble of flight.

Sentimentally it sticks if the words never fit,

sentiment is just salt on rye. 

The shoes are never filled for imaginary men

with imaginary friends like mine.

Those who hate authority and can’t connect emotionally,

but we walk and we spit and we act and we lean like everything’s better 
than fine.

So if you can’t find your mode at home all alone

or in public or in a line,

then just smile and sift through insubordinate riffs about difference    
and scolding

and preaching and romance and preoccupied shallowness just like mine. 

Insubordinate Prose
by Jonathan Conley

Let’s talk white lines, the kinds that are supposed to keep our 
vehicles on the straight and narrow. In particular, some new, loopy 
white lines on Schwartz Rd.

Try this for me: Turn east on Hilliard from Bradley, then cruise 
down to Schwartz and turn right. What’s that? You actually tried 
to follow the new lines on the road and ended up in someone’s 
front yard?

That’s what I’m talking about. Whoever painted those lines 
must have thought the streets of Westlake were not exciting 
enough, because taking that turn as shown in, say, a minivan 
is a white knuckler. Honestly, what were they thinking?

    –David Simon, Westlake

White line fever
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

My grandson, Nico Barnett, a 6th grader at Parkside Elementary 
School in Westlake plays on a football team. His team (aptly 
named the Cleveland Browns?) lost their first game, but won 
all the rest of their games.

On the night of Saturday, October 24th at Westlake High 
School, Nico’s team played against the Vikings and won the 
championship 26 to 0!! What a thrill it was for all of his family 
members, including his grandmother, who were at the game 
to see the Browns win.

After the game, I told Nico that his team should go down 
to the stadium and replace the real Cleveland Browns! If fifth 
and sixth graders can play this well, why not? What a sight that 
would be! Right!?

     –Jerrie Barnett, Bay Village

Cleveland Browns win 
championship!!!!

by Nancy Brown

Nutrition experts at the ASPCA have put together a handy list of the top toxic 
people foods to avoid feeding your pet.

As always, if you suspect your pet has eaten any of the following foods, please 
note the amount ingested and contact your veterinarian or the ASPCA Animal 
Poison Control Center at 888-426-4435.

Dangerous Foods for Pets:
				•	Chocolate	
				•	Coffee
				•	Caffeine
				•	Alcohol
				•	Avocado
				•	Macadamia	nuts

People food to avoid feeding your pet

by Jayne Broestl

Hans Kopp, a native of the Danube Swabians region in the former Kingdom 
of Hungary, will speak about twentieth century emigration from Germany 
to Cleveland, Ohio on Wednesday, November 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the Westlake 

Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.  A survivor of ethnic cleansing in post-
WWII Communist Yugoslavia, Mr. Kopp will also share his personal experiences of 
emigration to the United States in 1956 and his active support of many local German-
American organizations, including soccer teams.

Hans has written articles for the donauschwabenusa.org website, including 
“Human Misery: Life in a Death Camp” and “Our Life on Foreign Soil,” a history of 
the Donauschwaben. His scholarly book entitled “The Last Generation, Forgotten 
and Left to Die” is currently available in limited supply.

The general public is welcome to attend at no charge. Refreshments and social time 
from 6:30-7:00 p.m. For additional information, visit the Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS 
website at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs. 

Genealogical Society to host 
author and historian Hans Kopp 

•	Grapes
•	Raisins
•	Yeast	dough
•	Raw/undercooked	meat
•	Eggs
•	Bones

•	Xylitol
•	Onions
•	Garlic
•	Chives
•	Milk
•	Salt

These foods may sound delicious to you, but they are actually quite danger-
ous for our animal companions. 
Source: http//www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/people-foods.html

Bay Village Historical 
Society
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I hate apple pie (but I’ll bake one for you)
by Robin Benzle

Once, in a restaurant, I watched a group of 
friends one by one excitedly order slices of 
warm, homemade apple pie a la mode from 

the smiling waitress. When she got to me, I said, “I’ll 
just have the mode.” 

Lord knows, I am not un-American or anti-moth-
erhood, but if I am going to invest precious calories on 
something sweet, it certainly isn’t going to be apple pie. 
Unlike Mark Twain, who, in 1878, lamented how much 
he missed apple pie while traveling in Europe; or 19th century English novelist 
Jane Austen, who said, “Good apple pies are a considerable part of our domestic 
happiness,” I find the stuff terribly dull.

As far back as 14th century England, someone came up with the idea to 
take a beautiful autumn object d’art, crisp and healthy and delicious on its 
own, and cook it to death with sugar in a flimsy crust.

Nope, I’ll pass on the pie and choose instead a sliver of chocolate mousse-
whipped cream torte cake. Or a creamy crème brulee. Or, heck, a handful of 
Poppycock. But I am not altogether blind to this American obsession, so for 
you, Mark Twain, and for the one out of four Americans who prefer apple over 
any other flavor of pie, I give you two of my pie recipes that I hate the least. 
Robin Benzle, a local TV and radio personality, hosts a food and travel website 
at www.robinbenzle.com. 

CARAMEL-APPLE-PECAN PIE

Soft, chewy bits of caramel and crunchy pecans almost make me forget there are 
Mcintosh apples in there. 

       
•	2	unbaked	pie	crusts	(9”)	for	top	and	bottom	(thawed)							
•	4	McIntosh	apples,	cored,	peeled	and	thinly	sliced							
•	½	cup	chopped	pecans							
•	¼	cup	sugar							
•	¼	lb.	caramels	(about	14),	coarsely	chopped							
•	2	tablespoons	flour							
•	¼	cup	milk	+	sugar	

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Make filling: In a large bowl, toss together apples, 
pecans, sugar, caramels and flour. Fill one pie shell with mixture. Roll out remaining 
pie shell on lightly floured surface to a 12” circle and place on top of filled pie. Pinch 
top and bottom crusts together, cutting any excess with scissors. Cut several slits 
in the top and brush with a little milk. Sprinkle with sugar. Bake 30 minutes, then 
put a little tin foil around the edges of the crust so it won’t burn. Continue baking 
15 minutes or until crust is golden brown. Best served slightly warm.

GOLDEN APPLE CUSTARD PIE

A cheerful, sunshine-yellow pie. Rich and creamy and pretty to look at.        

1 tablespoon butter, softened       
•	1	deep-dish	pie	crust,	unbaked							
•	2	large,	Golden	Delicious	apples,	cored	and	sliced							
•	3	eggs							
•	1	½	cups	milk							
•	½	cup	light	cream							
•	1	teaspoon	vanilla	extract							
•	½	cup	sugar,	divided							
•	½	teaspoon	ground	nutmeg							
•	½	teaspoon	salt	

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Butter the bottom of the pie crust and arrange 
apple slices in an overlapping pinwheel design. In a large bowl, blend together 
eggs, milk, cream, vanilla and all but 2 teaspoons of the sugar. Carefully spoon 
mixture over the apples. Mix remaining sugar with nutmeg and salt and sprinkle 
on top. Place pie in a roasting pan and pour boiling water to reach halfway up 
the side of the pie. Bake 40 minutes. Reduce oven to 300 degrees and bake 20 
minutes more, or until custard is set. Cool completely before slicing. Store in 
refrigerator.         

UPCOMING EVENTS

Westlake Junior Women’s Club

Basket of 
Treasures

Craft Show
Saturday, Nov. 7
9:30 am - 4 pm

Westlake High School
27830 Hilliard Blvd
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Westlake History Word Puzzle
Find the hidden words:
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WESTLAKE HISTORIcAL SOcIETY

St. Raphael
Casino Night
Friday, Nov. 13

6:30 pm - Midnight
Casino games including 

Blackjack, Poker, Roulette, and 
raffles throughout the night.

For info call 440-871-6543

FOOD AND TRAVEL

EXPERIENCE UGG® Australia

UGG
Bailey Button
boots now 
available at
all Geiger’s 
Stores

by Shannon McNamara

State Representative Nan Baker (R-Westlake) today participated in a 
panel discussion on October 23rd on the economic crisis in Ohio. The 
Educational Economic Summit was hosted by Bob Randall, financial 

advisor for Wells Fargo Advisors.
“The topic of discussion centered around Ohio’s future economy and 

the importance of job creation and retention,” Baker said. “As I have said 
repeatedly, when it comes to Ohio’s economy, it’s all about jobs!”

The panel discussed how the recession has affected Ohio’s job climate, 
housing market, education systems, and other core aspects of the state 
economy.

“It was an engaging two hour exchange of dialogue between the panel-
ists and those in attendance,” Baker said. “I enjoyed being a part of a very 
impressive group of panelists answering intelligent and well thought-out 
questions.”

Additional panel participants included Keith Ashmus, chairman of 
National Small Business Association; William Mahnic, professor of finance at 
Case Western Reserve University; Mark Polatajko, vice president of Finance 
and Administration at Cuyahoga Community College; and Laura Noble, 
estate planning attorney.

Rep. Baker participates in 
economic summit panel
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Wednesday, November 18 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Civic Center – Memorial Hall
21016 Hilliard Boulevard, Rocky River  OH 44116

Ladies: join us for an evening packed full of important health information for women. 
Debra Pratt, M.D., FACS, will address breast health; Robert deSwart, M.D., will 
talk about osteoporosis; and Beri Ridgeway, M.D., will speak on incontinence. Event 
co-sponsored and light dinner provided by Falling Water, Greenbrier Senior Living 
Community and Aristocrat Berea.  

Free. Reservations required: toll-free 1.877.234.FITT (3488).

Robert deSwart, 
M.D.

Beri Ridgeway, 
M.D.

Debra Pratt, M.D., 
FACS
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KIDSTUF at Bay Presbyterian

by Joyce Sandy

The Adult Department at the Bay 
Village Library has interesting 
and informative programs lined 

up for November. Spend an afternoon 
with Ken Yenke - The Yenke Peddler 
- as he discusses antiques and collect-
ibles. Attendees may bring one item 
to the program to have it appraised. 
Join us on Saturday, November 7 at 
2:00 p.m. 
On Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00 
p.m., Sue Sifritt will present a pro-
gram called Great Lakes Exposition 
of 1936 - 1937. We will explore this 
exposition organized by a group of 
Clevelanders to showcase the indus-
tries of Cleveland. Join us for this 
nostalgic tour through postcards and 
photographs.
Join us for a Family Book Discus-
sion about the book “The Birchbark 
House” by Louise Erdrich. Families 
with readers ages 8 - 12 years old are 
invited to read the book and attend 
on Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 
p.m. Copies of the book are available 
at the library. 
Blaine Hayes from the Northern 
Ohio Railway Museum will present 
a program called Electric Railways 
on November 17 at 7:00 p.m. Learn 
about the electric railway in Bay Vil-
lage - the Lake Shore Electric. 
Please register to attend these pro-
grams by calling 871-6392, going 
online to cuyahogalibrary.org, or by 
stopping in at the library. 

This view of Bay Village City Hall was taken in the 1930s. The land for the town hall was given to the village by Ida Cahoon in 1914. 
It remains the seat of Bay Village government to this day. Over the front door, it reads, “The Village of Bay.”  
Source: Peterson, Virginia L. and Price, Sally Irwin. Bay Village. Arcadia Publishing, 2007.

BAY VILLAGE HISTORIcAL SOcIETY

A bit of Bay history
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Upcoming programs at 
the Bay Village Library

The Bay Village Historical Society’s “Rose Hill Recipes” book, containing over 100 pages of recipes and food tips, is available 
for $10 at the Rose Hill Museum located in Cahoon Memorial Park. The museum, genealogical library, gift shoppe and Cahoon 
Family log cabin replica are open from April to December, Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cookbook may also be purchased 
by calling Carole Roske at 440-871-4797 or by visiting http://www.bayhistorical.com. 

Rose Hill Recipes

Dan Edgerly tries to convince Susan Marinac that he is uniquely talented during a recent KIDSTUF production at Bay 
Presbyterian Church. KIDSTUF is a monthly family show featuring hilarious skits, contemporary music and interactive 
fun while teaching character and faith. The next show is Friday, November 6, at 6:30 pm. 

by Pamela DeFino

Cuyahoga County Public 
Library has partnered with 
Facing History and Ourselves 

to present “Choosing to Participate,” 
a nationally acclaimed interactive 
exhibit that challenges us to examine 
biases and consider the responsibili-
ties of citizenship. 
“Choosing to Participate” is on exhibit 
at the Western Reserve Historical Soci-
ety now through February 2010. The 
exhibit looks at the choices people 
make every day to build strong and 
inclusive communities and examines 
the impact and history of racism, 
injustice, and the courage of citizens 
to make change.
In conjunction with the exhibit, the 
Bay Village Branch library partnered 
with the Bay Village Historical Soci-
ety and created a display featuring 
the Cahoon Family. This founding 
family of Bay Village chose to make 
a difference in their community and 
country in many ways, not least of 
which was by donating their land for 
public use. As October 2009 kicked 
off the beginning of Bay Village’s 
Bicentennial celebrations, we are 
pleased to present this tribute to the 
Cahoon Family, their courage and 
their choice to participate and make 
lasting change. 

Library partners with 
Historical Society on 
Cahoon Family display

BAY VILLAGE LIBRARY
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City hall and surrounding area 

    BACON, LETTUCE AND TOMATO     
APPETIZER

1 lb. bacon, fried crisp  1 large tomato, seeded and chopped
1/2 c. mayonnaise  Lettuce
1/2 c. sour cream  French bread

Mix all ingredients together. Serve on rounds of French bread with 
lettuce leaf on each round.

– D.L. Tadych
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by Zach Frye 

As 24 ostensibly attentive students 
sit through another perfunctory 
lecture, a piercing noise breaks 

through the quietness. Embarrassed, the 
offending student attempts to obscure 
his guilt by looking restlessly about the 
classroom, searching with the other 23 
for the person who will soon be pun-
ished. The teacher, not deceived by the 
culprit’s act, strides authoritatively up 
to the student’s desk. “You know the 
rules. Hand it over,” the teacher says. 
Not able to maintain his innocence any 
longer, the student ruefully removes his 
cell phone from his back pocket and 
hands it to the teacher. For his violation, 
the student receives a detention and 
cannot have his phone returned to him 
until the end of the day.

This situation, and ones similar 
to it, is all too familiar to the Bay High 
attendee. The 2009-2010 Bay High Stu-
dent Handbook expressly prohibits the 
use of electronic devices not just once, 
but a total of four separate times. “Radios, 
CD/Tape Players, beepers, walkie-talkies, 
MP3 players, PODS (sic), cellular phones, 
and other electronic devices are not per-
mitted during the school day (7:45- 3:11 
p.m.),” states Section V, part C, provision 
9 of the Bay High Handbook.

While administrators won’t have to 
concern themselves over widespread 
walkie-talkie use, cell phone use has 
become trademark behavior for those 
of the high-school-going generation. 
It’s a problem that educators around the 
world have been forced to confront, as 
growing technology has clearly created 
both opportunities and challenges in 
education.

Unsurprisingly, there has been a 

growing trend of students using, and 
consequently losing, their cell phones 
during school hours. Across the nation, 
changes in policy in response to the cell 
phone epidemic are across the board, 
reflecting the ambiguity apparent in 
this debate.

At Millard North High School in 
Omaha, Nebraska, a new policy allows 
students to use their cell phones during 
their lunch period. At all other times, 
phones must remain off and out of 
sight, meaning the same rules as Bay 
High. In addition, teachers may allow 
students to use cell phones in their 
classrooms at the teacher’s discretion, 
a freedom not allotted to BHS teachers. 
Moving tangentially to Millard North, 
New York City Public Schools strictly 
ban the use or possession of all cellular 
phones. These two examples may be on 
opposite ends of the school cell phone 
policy spectrum, but they reveal the 
widely differing stances schools across 
the country are taking.

At the core of the discussion is 
what some allege to be a violation of 
privacy rights. The Bay High Handbook 
grants the administration carte blanche 
authority in matters of student property. 
“Stolen items, contraband, items not 
needed for instructional courses, items 
which are specifically forbidden by the 
school district policy or law, and other 
dangerous material may be impounded. 
These items may be used as evidence in 
school disciplinary proceedings against 
a student. These items may include but 
are not limited to cell phones, i-pods, 
digital cameras, memory cards, sim 
cards, or other storage devices,” accord-
ing to the handbook.

Student opinion on administrative 

authority to confiscate cell phones and 
other electronic devices shows nuance 
in the situation. To some students, cell 
phone confiscation amounts to an 
unethical act.

“I do believe it is an invasion of 
privacy because our own opinions 
and thoughts are on our phones, and 
some people might consider it rude or 
offensive,” said junior Lauren Britton. 
Students like Lauren are appalled by 
their privacy being invaded. However, 
some Bay High students don’t have as 
much of a problem with the policy.

“Teachers should be able to take 
your phone if the rules clearly state 
they can, but I don’t think they should 
be able to review any information on 
it,” said sophomore Hunter Frye. Privacy 
rights seem to be a common concern 
among BHS students, but most don’t 
have specific objections to the policy 
of prohibition of use during school 
hours.

“Yes, I think it is an invasion of pri-
vacy, but it’s the person’s fault if they 
are caught using it in class,” said junior 
Emma Tomczak. Clearly, students dis-
agree on distinctions of how schools 
should handle cell phones, but concern 
for student’s privacy rights has been 
reiterated by many.

Bay High School, like most high 
schools, has somewhat of a cell phone 
problem. For now, the struggle between 
the administration and those who wish 
to continue to use their cell phones will 
rage on. Opinions, solutions, and policies 
will continue to be offered, but ultimate-
ly consensus must be reached on how 
to reconcile a healthy learning environ-
ment with the communicative needs of 
the modern American teenager. 

Cell phone policy reveals disagreement
Seen from The Bay Window

BHS Key Club plans benefit dinner

Opinion: 
Eat your 
veggies
by Alex Slaymaker

With so many people 
jumping on the over-
crowded bandwagon of 

“going green,” it is surprising that 
the effect of the meat industry 
on the environment is not a hot 
topic. Although 80% of agricultural 
land in the U.S. is already used for 
animal farming, apparently that is 
not sufficient. An area of rainfor-
est the size of seven football fields 
is destroyed every minute for the 
same purpose. Entire woodland 
habitats are being destroyed and 
the South American rain forest’s 
tree line is receding to support 
the meat obsession sweeping this 
nation. The grotesque quantities of 
meat consumed in America greatly 
surpass every other country. 

Not only is our nation’s land 
being scavenged, but 70% of the 
grain grown nationally is fed to 
the animals at these farms. Only 
7-10% of the food energy of grains 
and other food fed to intensively 
farmed animals is converted to the 
food energy available from meat. 
Wasting all of these resources 
on animals that are going to be 
slaughtered is not only lavish but 
simply impractical when 1.4 bil-
lion people (or 20% of the world’s 
population) could be fed by merely 
the grain and soy beans fed to U.S. 
cattle.

Receiving even less attention 
is the issue of clean water for desti-
tute nations. A mind-blowing 5,000 
gallons of water are needed to 
produce one pound of meat while 
25 gallons of water are needed to 
grow one pound of wheat. There 
is one effortless way to aid the 
catastrophic events which are 
devastating the modern world 
and improve one’s well-being; cut 
back on meat consumption.

People who eat less meat are 
at a lower risk of heart disease, 
hypertension, diabetes, cancer, 
stroke, high blood pressure, and 
even food poisoning. Because farm 
animals are deliberately fattened up 
to increase profits, meat is high in 
fat which increases one’s chances of 
having a heart attack. It is no coin-
cidence that Americans have the 
highest risk of experiencing a fatal 
heart attack or contracting heart 
disease. Because of the immense 
quantity of meat eaten, vegetar-
ians are expected to live an average 
of six to ten years longer than the 
typical meat-eater because of the 
many health benefits associated 
with their lifestyles.

As the number of vegetarians 
in America grows by the millions, 
so does the demand for higher 
quality food. Replacing meat and 
still absorbing all of one’s nutri-
tional needs from a tasty meal can 
be easily accomplished.

Ideally, everyone would be 
vegetarian, but this vision seems 
as unattainable as world peace. 
But, by merely eating less meat, 
the environment and your body 
will thank you. 

Marching band plays mix-match show
by Lauren Britton 

The Bay High School Marching 
Band performed their annual 
mix-match show on October 19, 

2009 during the halftime of the football 
game against Fairview Park at the Bay 
High School Stadium.

“The songs were fun and energetic. 
I really enjoyed the songs that the band 
played,” said Liz Keating, a junior who 
attended the game on Friday night. The 
band played “House of the Rising Sun,” 
”Evil Ways,” ”Them Changes” and ”Shake,” 
which were all songs from previous 
shows this year. The songs were played in 
their original charts, and a drum cadence 

was played in between “Them Changes” 
and “Shake,” which allowed the band to 
move into the correct positions on the 
field.

“I think that allowing the 8th grad-
ers to participate with the Marching 
Band really lets them have a change to 
see what Marching Band is like and it 
gets them pumped up for next year,” 
said Mike Sorge, a junior trumpet player 
in the band. During pre-game, the 8th 
grade band from Bay Middle School, 
under the direction of Mr. Awad, played 
with the Marching Band. They played 
“Shout it Out” with the band on the 
field, instead of “Watermelon Man,” and 
played the fight songs on the sideline. 

The purpose of the 8th graders coming 
to play with the band was to inspire 
them to join Marching Band next year 
when they become freshman.

“I liked the rock show the most this 
far because it was the most fun to play. 
We had the most fun doing it and we 
did very well with it,” said Christopher 
Shilling, a junior trombone player in the 
band. The band has performed a total 
of three different shows this far, and has 
another new show on the way. They 
have performed a funk show, rock show 
and a mix-match show. The senior show, 
which is always the last home game of 
the season, was performed October 30th 
at the Bay High School Stadium. 

by Allie Puntel 

The Bay High School Key Clubbers will be serving spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread, and salad to the attendees of the 
Spaghetti Fun-D raiser this month. The Fun-D raiser will be held at The Knickerbocker, a home for senior citizens who 
are able to care for themselves. The group hopes to raise funds for the activities and trips for the residents. The students’ 

responsibilities will be serving food, helping clear and set tables, and helping advertise for the event. Students Kathryn Tokar 
and Alex Morehead are designing tickets and flyers for the occasion.

“We receive most of our donations from churches and various other private donors, and since the economy has been down, 
so have the donations to our program,” said Anne Smith, the activities director at the senior center. To raise some money for resi-
dents, they wanted to host a spaghetti dinner, and thought of the Bay High Key Club to help them. They have asked each person 
that lives in the building to donate one pound of pasta for the event. The spaghetti sauce was donated by an Italian restaurant 
that went out of business, and the only items left to purchase are the meatballs.

The spaghetti dinner will take place on November 11 at the Knickerbocker center on 27100 Knickerbocker Road. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. Everyone is welcome to come and help support the apartment center boost their funds. 
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by Elaine Willis

Tuesday, November 3 (2-4:30 p.m.)  WE’RE Off TO SEE ThE WIzARD – Follow the yellow brick road 
to WPPL for a special interactive viewing of “The Wizard of Oz.” Rated G. For ages 7-12. Please register.

Tuesday, November 3 (7-8 p.m.)  TEENS TALk BOOkS – Join us for an evening of books and conversa-
tion. Please register. Grades 6-12.

Thursday, November 5 (7 - 8:45 p.m.)  INvESTOR INTEREST GROUP – Herb Geissler of AAII will 
discuss “Back to Basics: Using the Tools and Indicators of Technical Analysis to Outwit the Stock Market.” 
Please register.

Friday, November 6 (10:30-11 a.m.), Wednesday, November 11 (7 - 7:30 p.m.) and Tuesday, 
November 24 (2-2:30 p.m.)  Let’s Sing and Dance – Join us for a fun session of singing and dancing. 
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registration required.

Friday, November 6 (2:30-4 p.m.)  LEARN TO USE ThE fOUNDATION DIRECTORy – Learn how to 
use the Foundation Directory to find grant sources. Please register.

Monday, November 9 (7 p.m.)  GENEALOGy 101 – Learn how to get started researching your family 
history. Registration required.

Tuesday, November 10 and Thursday, November 12 (11 a.m. and 2, 4 and 7 p.m.)  ThE fIfTy-
CENT TOUR – Confused by the catalog? Lost in the stacks? Stop by the Youth Services Department for a 
tour - kids and grown-ups welcome. Meet by the Youth Services Desk.

Tuesday, November 10 (3:30-4:15 p.m.)  ThE MAGIC BOx – With imagination a box can become 
anything! Join us for stories, activities and a craft. For kids grades K-2. Registration begins November 3.

Tuesday, November 10 (7 p.m.)  TUESDAy EvENING BOOk DISCUSSION – This month’s selection is 
“Loving Frank” by Nancy Horan. New members welcome! Books available at the Circulation Desk.

Wednesday, November 11 (7 p.m.)  CELEBRATE ThE yEAR Of ASTRONOMy – Join us for an unveil-
ing of images of the galaxy taken by leading space telescopes as well as a telescopic viewing of the night 
sky (weather permitting).

Thursday, November 12 (7 p.m.)  NON-fICTION BOOk DISCUSSION – November’s selection is “My 
Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist’s Personal Journey” by Jill Bolte Taylor. New members welcome! Books 
available at the Circulation Desk.

Friday, November 13 (2-3:30 p.m.)  fIRESIDE ChAT – Stop and chat with Library Director Andrew 
Mangels!

Saturday, November 14 (9 a.m.-Noon)  ShRED-IT! – Shred-It of Cleveland will be in the library parking 
lot to shred your sensitive documents. Two boxes per car.

Saturday, November 14 (9 a.m.-Noon)  125Th ANNIvERSARy CAkE BAkE-Off – Kids, whip up your 
favorite cake or cupcakes and enter our bake-off! Parents may help younger children with baking, but 
decorating should be done by the child. Drop off in the Craft Room from 9 to 10 a.m. Registration begins 
November 7. Categories are ages 4-7 and 8-12.

Saturday, November 14 (10-10:45 a.m.) and Friday, November 20 (1:30-2:15 p.m.)  COME PLAy 
WITh ME! – Open playtime for ages 2-4 and their caring adults. Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Saturday, November 14 (2-3 p.m.)  OUTDOOR GAMES - INDOORS! – We’re bringing fun outdoor 
games to the cozy inside!

Saturday, November 14 (2-3 p.m.)  LEGO CLUB – Love LEGOs? Bring your ideas and imagination to 
our club! Ages 7-13. Registration begins one week before each session.

Monday, November 16 (7 p.m.)  MONDAy NIGhT MOvIE – “Ghosts of Girlfriends Past”: Matthew 
McConaughey stars in a comedy about a marriage-phobic man who, on the eve of his brother’s wedding, 
is haunted by specters of his own romantic past. Rated PG-13. Please register.

Tuesday, November 17 (7-8:30 p.m.)  MAD4MANGA – Are you mad for manga? Join our group to read 
manga, create manga art, discuss and watch anime films.

Tuesday, November 17 (7-8 p.m.)  TEST STRESS: A PARENT’S GUIDE TO COLLEGE ENTRANCE – 
Learn what you need to know about your child’s college entrance exams. Please register starting November 10.

Wednesday, November 18 (2 p.m.)  AfTERNOON BOOk DISCUSSION – This month’s selection is 
“The Lace Reader” by Brunonia Barry. New members welcome! Books available at the Circulation Desk.

Wednesday, November 18 (7-8 p.m.)  PAWSITIvE READERS – That German Shepherd listener 
extraordinaire Baby returns to listen to stories. For kids in grades 1-4. Please call to register for one of 5 
time slots!

To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600      
or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by caroline Kennedy 

The Bay girls golf team advanced 
to districts for the second time in 
school history. After a successful 

round at Brookledge Golf Course, the 
girls took fourth place to qualify out 
of sectionals. Districts were played at 
Tam-O-Shanter Golf Course on Tues-
day October 6, 2009.

The following teams advanced 
to the Division II Districts: Tallmadge, 
Hathaway Brown, Poland Seminary, 
John F. Kennedy, Cardinal Mooney, 
Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin, Bay Vil-
lage, and Laurel.

But the top three teams that 
made it out of Districts were NDCL, 
Poland, and Hathaway Brown. The top 
three individuals who also made it to 
states shot a 77, 81, and 83.

The Bay Girls came in 10th place 
overall, which they weren’t too happy 
about. But they were just proud of 
themselves for making it that far.

“We had a pretty good season, but 
definitely not as good as the past two 
seasons. It was hard claiming the title 
of conference champions two years 
in a row, and having to give it away 
this year. But hopefully we will improve 
and win conference next year,” said 

junior Sarah Balch.
Overall this season, the girls were 

18-7 and in conference they were 15-5, 
which put them in third place. This year 
their top competitors were Rocky River 
High School and Avon High School, 
who came in first and second place in 
the conference.

“I was a little upset we didn’t win 
conference again this year, but many of 
the girls improved a lot this season, which 
is all that matters. Overall, the girls had 
a successful season. We will be working 
harder to win conference next year and 
beat our rivals,” said coach Joe Cheney.

Even though the girls didn’t meet 

their goals this season, they believe 
next year will be their year to shine. All 
they need to do is improve their scores 
and decrease the total as a team. There-
fore, each girl needs to work extremely 
hard to meet the overall goal.

“I was very upset that at the end of 
my senior year I got hurt. But I had four 
great seasons and will miss high school 
golf so much. Hopefully next year the girls 
will improve even more and win confer-
ence again,” said senior Katie Corbitt.

Since the golf team is only losing 
one senior, they believe they can keep 
posting low scores and be a strong 
and consistent team. 

Bay girls golf team advances to districts

Westlake Porter Library Upcoming Events

by chris Haldi

Halloween is over and the trick or treat is done but 
the fun does not end there. There are plenty of fall 
programs going on at the Westlake Recreation Center. 

Programs full of fun times and learning experiences.
Join us Friday Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. for an evening of 

family fun. New this year, the Rec is hosting a family 
dance. DJ Eazy will play some cool tunes to dance to. Light 
refreshments will be served and a photo memento will be 
provided to each family.

It’s not to late to sign up for Pony Lessons Jr. Get the 
chance to let your child learn about ponies, play games 
and have horse and pony story lines. This is a great oppor-
tunity to let the kids have fun and learn all at the same 
time. Classes start November 7th.

Here’s something for the little ones. If your little one 
likes sports and would like to learn about them, sign them 
up for our Tiny Tot classes. We offer Tot Soccer, Bitty Basket-
ball, and Tot Whiffleball. These classes teach the basics of 
each sport in a small group setting.

Looking for something for the kids that are a little older? 
Look no further. Try out our Youth Co-ed Bowling for kids 
grades K-8. The kids will bowl against their friends at Bay 
Lanes. Games will start Saturday Nov. 7 at 9:00 a.m. for grades 
K-4, and 10:30 a.m. for kids grades 5-8.

If your kids are between the ages of 6-12 and they 
like to draw and are artistic or would like to learn more 
about art, sign them up for our art classes. Check out 
The Power of Drawing class or Cartooning for Kids class. 
Each class is geared for the basics. The Power of Draw-
ing will teach skills, techniques and vocabulary used in 
drawing. Cartooning for Kids will teach how to create silly 
characters, funny expressions and learning to tell jokes 
through cartoons.

Stop by the Recreation Center at 28955 Hillard Blvd. 
or call us at 440-808-5700 to find out more. Check us out 
on Facebook and become a fan. Fans will receive up-to-
date news and information about the Rec Center. 

See what’s happening 
at the Rec

WESTLAKE REcREATION cENTER

POETRY

Buddy, why did the boss reject
your football headline
that, sparingly, spoke
of backfielders?  
What does he call the baseball 3
who patrol the outfield
and the 4 who scoot and staff
the infield?

Here’s wishing you had seen
Joe DiMaggio attack the throw
with controlled fire,
and drill the ball on a bullet line
and nail the target
a split-second before the speeder
and out him.

Worksongs  
by Gerald Howell



8   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 3 NOV 09                                                                                                                  Join in at www.wbvobserver.com   Client: Lakewood Hospital
Division: Lakewood Hospital
Project: Ortho DM
Bleed: n/a
Trim: 9.5” x 15.25”
Live: 9.5” x 15.25”
Line Screen: 85
Color: CMYK
Image: Low Res____  HiRes_X___

INSERTION DATE

11.03.09

JOB NUMBER

8344-3-LAKE-99-04
Prepared by:

1370 West 6th Street, 3rd Floor
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216.574.9100

Approval

Designer

Proofreader 

AD

CD

AE

FINAL
APPROVAL

wc/? Dateok Materials

Laser

PDF

Comp

Image ApprovedPUBLICATION

Westlake/BV Observer

Thinking About 
Joint Replacement?
Ready to End Your 
Back Pain?

Orthopaedic Unit 
Now Offers Private Rooms.
 Newly renovated unit offers greater privacy

  An atmosphere that enhances the patient and 

family experience

  A dedicated Patient Care Coordinator to guide 

you step-by-step through all phases of care 

  Educational joint replacement classes led by our 

expert staff

  Outpatient rehab services at the 

Westlake Medical Campus, Lakewood YMCA 

and Lakewood Hospital

For more information or a physician referral, 

call 216.227.BONE (2663).

Grand Opening Event
November 11, 5 – 7 p.m.

Be one of the first to tour our 
renovated Orthopaedic Unit! Talk 
to our team of experts, enjoy a 
free dinner and discussion, and 
learn about the latest treatment 
options available for joint 
replacement and back pain.

Lakewood Hospital 
Third Floor Atrium 
Registration begins at 5 p.m.
Health Talk begins at 5:30 p.m.

Please RSVP at 
1.877.234.FITT (3488)

lakewoodhospital.org/ortho

Don’t Miss Our Grand Opening Health Talk and Tour
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